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Dear Teacher:

Thank you for taking the time to involve your 6th, 7th and 8th grade students in 
the 2021 “Do the Write Thing” Challenge. Starting this fall, you will be joined by 
thousands of other teachers, both in person and online, from across the United States 
in a coordinated, unique effort to give students the opportunity to give a voice on the 
impact of youth violence on their lives and to make personal commitments to reduce 
violence and bullying.  This program can make a very positive difference in your 
relationship with your students and help reduce the level of violence and bullying in 
your school. One of the things students have expressed is their frustration and their 
need to have a release as a coping mechanism. In the currently challenging learning 
and living environment, Do the Write Thing helps to give them that opportunity. As one 
of our DtWT participating teachers has noted, “The Do the Write Thing Challenge
Program is responsible for one of the most important things that happened in during 
all the years I have been a teacher.  After the children had the opportunity to write on 
the issue of violence, discussion in the classroom became open and extraordinarily 
emotional.  The ultimate result was positive beyond a teacher’s wildest expectations.” 

In July of 2021, if your student is selected as a National Ambassador, you will be 
invited by the National Campaign to Stop Violence to attend the “Do the Write Thing” 
Challenge National Recognition Week in Washington, D.C. (travel and 
accommodations included). During previous National Recognition Weeks, “Do the 
Write Thing” National Ambassadors have met with a United States Supreme Court 
Justice, the United States Secretary of Education, the Attorney General of the United 
States, the United States Secretary of the Interior, Members of Congress and other 
prominent Americans to discuss the problem of youth violence.  In addition, the 
students were honored at an embassy reception hosted by the Ambassador from the 
State of Kuwait to the United States and the book of their writings was placed in the 
Library of Congress, ensuring that the student’s words will be available to all.  For more 
information about the National Recognition Week please go to the national website,  
www.dtwt.org.

Enclosed is the Teacher’s Packet, which explains this year’s “Do the Write Thing 
Challenge” in more detail.  This packet includes information about program rules, entry 
deadlines, selection criteria, classroom discussion topics and student recognition. All of 
this information can also be downloaded at our local DtWT website, www.dtwtx.org. 
Note that student writings are to be submitted to our offices by January 31, 2021.  

Best regards,

Kathy Lester
State Program Director 
Do The Write Thing –Houston/Harris County
klester@hctx.net

http://www.dtwt.org/
http://www.dtwtx.org/
mailto:klester@hctx.net


CLASSROOM DISCUSSION

Classroom discussion is not mandatory for participation in the “Challenge”.  
However, over the years we have found that students and their teachers gain much from 

the bonding that can result from the exchanges about the impact of youth violence that 

occur in pre-writing classroom discussions. Teachers have indicated that they are amazed 

at the openness and honesty of these classroom discussions.  They also indicate that 

these discussions present excellent opportunities to identify and prevent youth problems 

before they reach crisis proportions. 

Many of the teachers whose classes have participated in the “Challenge” in the 
past have invited outside speakers knowledgeable about youth violence issues to lead 
pre-writing discussions.  Other teachers have provided their students with selected 
readings or newspaper articles about violence in advance of the discussion to stimulate 
thought.  Speakers or articles, which emphasize personal responsibility on the part of 
students for responding to the problem of violence, have proven to be particularly useful.  

Below are some questions designed to generate discussion among your students 
before they prepare their entries for the “Challenge”.  

Questions to Consider:

• How does violence affect your daily lives?  Ex.:Going to the store, to sports events, 
concerts and movies, on the news

• What do you consider to be violence?  
• Where are you confronted by violence? Your home?  Your school?  Your 

neighborhood? By whom? Peers? Family?
• What are some of the causes of youth violence in your community?
• What can you as an individual do to reduce youth violence in your community?



WHY SHOULD YOU HAVE YOUR STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN THE 
DO THE WRITE THING CHALLENGE?

The choices students make at the highly impressionable middle school age can impact 
not only the rest of their lives, but the lives of others. 

The Do the Write Thing is an academically designed and evidenced based program that 
develops student problem solving, coping, 

social, leadership and academic skills and empathy. 
Students accept personal responsibility which 

nurtures a healthy learning environment.

Anti-social behavior, including violence, comes in many forms and is experienced on many 
levels:  from bullying, disruptive conduct, domestic problems, illicit drug use and all the 
way to  unruly neighborhoods and gangs.  Research shows students are also adversely 

influenced by what they see and experience on social media, in the news and the various 
entertainment venues. They need an outlet to express their concerns and anxieties. 

The Do the Write Thing Texas writing challenge is designed to be compatible with a 
teacher’s curriculum requirements. Rather than it being something in addition to an 

already busy curriculum, Do the Write Thing satisfies a number of objectives from the 
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) curriculum in English/Language Arts and 

Social Studies, and complements character building, anti-bullying/anti-domestic violence 
and drug abuse prevention programs. 

Many teachers have found Do the Write Thing useful 
as a stand-alone writing assignment in addition to being a learning tool.



Youth violence and other anti-social behaviors are major public safety and public health problems 
in Texas and throughout our nation.   The effects of exposure to violence or crime either as a 
victim, perpetrator or witness adversely impact education, family and the community.   Negative 
consequences for individuals include depression, poor self-image, truancy, academic failure, 
alienation, substance abuse, violent acting out, delinquency and other self-destructive conduct, 
which forecast a dysfunctional adulthood.

The Texas Do the Write Thing Challenge is a multi-faceted program, focusing on middle school 
children, which science says is the age group most vulnerable to anti-social influences.  It is an 
academic program that meets several state educational mandates and is implemented in public, 
(including alternative schools) and private schools.  Our educator developed lesson plan is 
administered which involves classroom discussions, research and composition.  The student 
writers respond to three questions: How violence has affected them; what in their opinion are the 
causes; and what are their solutions.  Every student who submits a writing, receives a certificate of 
recognition presented by the teachers.  All papers are read by volunteer readers, who select a boy 
and girl as School Finalists. There are nine programs in Texas and each publishes, with written 
parental consent, a book of the Finalist writings and holds a ceremony for these Finalists.

The goal of Texas Do the Write Thing Challenge is to prevent bullying, violence and juvenile 
delinquency. The program develops student empathy and problem solving, coping, social, 
leadership and academic skills; which are imperatives for a productive adulthood and maintaining 
a robust civil society.  The students feel valued because their thoughts, analysis and solutions are 
solicited…they are given a voice.  They shoulder personal responsibility which creates a healthy 
learning environment.  Family involvement evolves from student participation.  

A Lamar University study of over 1,000 Do the Write Thing Challenge papers found the program to 
be one of the few in the nation to elicit youngsters’ cognitive processes and emotional responses 
in dealing with violence. Understanding their perspective on the violence they experience in their 
lives is vital; in other words gathering information and data from the source.   This provides the 
basis for designing prevention and intervention initiatives.  The study further found, “Research 
examining the children’s writing on the topic of violence is particularly needed”.  The Challenge 
has been the genesis of projects and initiatives; it has identified specific problems in specific 
locations, (please see website for more information), and makes a positive difference in the lives 
of Texas young people and their families.

.

DO THE WRITE THING …in brief



RANIA MANKARIOUS, Chief Executive Officer, Crimestoppers- Houston’s 
leading public safety non-profit organization

“I was honored to be asked to participate in this program. I am a 
huge proponent of Do the Write Thing!”

“Each year, for the past nine years, I have looked forward to presenting the DtWT 
challenge to my middle school students. It is an assignment that always sparks real and 
productive communication in my classroom. This assignment gives my students an 
opportunity to write about something they have a vested interest in, the future. Every 
year, the discussions preceding this assignment seem to draw us closer to one another as 
we search for solutions to the epidemic of violence in our society. It fosters a bond 
between my students and myself, as we ultimately decide that the only realistic and 
productive solution is love and acceptance of those different from us. Each year, my 
students are enthusiastic in their writing and take pride in having a voice. They know this 
is more than just another assignment; it is an attempt to truly foster a solution among 
their peers and others. Every year, my students embrace this opportunity with eagerness 
and inspiration. The DtWT challenge has inspired my students, while giving me, as a 
teacher, an excellent motivational assignment that helps to successfully complete an 
essential aspect of our curriculum. This assignment provides the opportunity for my 
students to write with purpose and conviction, conveying ideas and solutions through our 
most powerful tool and weapon, our voice. The only recommendation that I have for 
improvement would be to publicize the events surrounding the DtWT Challenge more 
widely. This program is exciting and effective. It would be nice if more people were 
aware of the positive changes it fosters in our children and in our society.”

DAMIR LJUBOJA, 2005 Do the Write Thing Finalist and Harvard Medical 
School Class of 2020

“The Do the Write Thing Challenge was pivotal to my development as a 
young adult. I was provided with a platform to express my personal 
experiences with violence. DTWT helped me understand how violence 
impacts us all and that it is possible to turn a difficult part of my life into a 
source of strength. This expression of my personal story helped me 
develop leadership qualities, as well as the capacity and mindfulness to 
appreciate the hardships of others and understand how these experiences 
have framed their lives. The people I met through DTWT are incredible 
individuals with unique stories who have helped me understand violence 
from many perspectives.” 

Why Do Community Leaders, Teachers, Students and their Parents 
Support Do The Write Thing?



Why Do Community Leaders, Teachers and Students 
Support Do The Write Thing?

With a pen my thoughts were set free onto the paper. It was a way of 
expressing my self in a nonviolent way. So once I wrote my essay about 
preventing violence I realized what I was doing. In my "Do The Write 
Thing" essay, I wrote that many people hold in anger not knowing how 
to express it leading to fights. That's exactly what I was doing before I 
found what I used to express my anger. So thank you once again for 
creating the Do the Write Thing Challenge, because of this I've learned 
what kept my anger from getting unstable.

DANIEL CERON,  2017 National Finalist, Key Middle School, HISD

“Do The Write Thing” is a unique opportunity for adolescents to 
express their experiences with bullying and offer suggestions as to 
what actions could have improved their situation.  Bullying and 
youth violence in our schools and neighborhoods is a problem that 
needs to be addressed.  The classroom discussions  provide a safe 
platform for developing empathy for another human being.  Do the 
Write Thing is a program that would benefit students of all levels, 
elementary through high school.”

“This experience has been a life changing event for 
Miguel. This program has been a very positive experience. 
We have broadcasted and promoted the DTWT at Miguel’s 
school I think it’s a very important program and everyone 
should participate. “

BOBBY LOMAS, Do the Write Thing-Texas parent

JERRY LEVIAS, Harris County Protective Services Board Member        
and former AFL All-Star and SWC All-American



I, ____________________________________________
commit to a bully-free/violence-free lifestyle.

I pledge to treat myself and others with respect and to engage in 
communication instead of confrontations to resolve problems and 
reach resolutions.  

I will honor this pledge by do all I can to promote a bully-
free/violence-free life for myself and serve as an example to 
others.

Parent Signature _______________________________

Student Signature ______________________________

Date ________________________________________

STUDENT PLEDGE



INSTRUCTIONS FOR TEACHERS

Entries will be judged on the basis of content, originality, and the most thought provoking 
and responsiveness to these three questions:

STUDENTS WANTING TO QUALIFY AS SCHOOL FINALISTS MUST 
SUBMIT THEIR WRITING ALONG WITH THE SIGNED STUDENT/PARENT CONSENT FORM. 

• Please submit ALL your 6th, 7th and 8th grade student writings so a certificate of recognition may be sent 
to the student to acknowledge their participation.

• Your school must submit a minimum of 25 papers with parental consent forms to qualify for having 
school finalists. Entries that do not include a student or parental signature will still receive a certificate 
of recognition, however, they will not be advanced in the judging process. 

• Student name on essay is acceptable, but no school name please.

• Entries should be submitted in the form that they are received from the student writer. Editing for 
content, grammar, or spelling by someone other than the student is not permitted. 

• Essays are judged on content alone.

• Any fictional writing must be labeled as such.

• Essays can be either handwritten or typed.

• Your school may also participate using the Do the Write Thing Challenge as a writing assignment and 
each student submitting an essay will still receive a Certificate of Recognition.

All forms, rules and additional discussion materials are also available on the TEXAS DTWT website:
www.dtwtx.org

HOW HAS VIOLENCE AFFECTED MY LIFE?
WHAT ARE THE CAUSES OF VIOLENCE?
WHAT CAN I DO ABOUT VIOLENCE?

Essays May Be Submitted By Mail, Electronically (scan essay and signed consent form, if applicable) Or In Person
OCTOBER – JANUARY 31, 2021

(offices closed  November 26th, 27th ; December 24th, 25th, 31st; January 1st , 20th)

1149 PEARL # 279  
BEAUMONT, TEXAS  77701

409-656-6240
dtwtsetx@gmail.com



_____________________________                                           __________________________________
Dr._ Mr._Ms._  TEACHER’S FIRST NAME:  (please print)             LAST NAME: (please print)

School Email Address:_______________________  School Phone Number: _______________________

Name of School:____________________________________________

Address of School:______________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________              Zip: _________________________

______________________________                                        ___________________________________

Dr._ Mr._Ms.__ PRINCIPAL’S FIRST NAME:   (please print)         LAST NAME:  (please print)

Teacher’s Phone:_________________________ Teacher’s Email:_____________________________

Questions 1 and 2 (required)

1.    Approximate number of your students submitting writings for the Challenge.___________________

2. Did you have a classroom discussion about violence before your students 
prepared their  writings for the Challenge?  

o (yes)    o (no)

Number of your students who participated (were present) for the discussion.

o1-50 o51-100   o101-150 o151-200   o201-250   o251-300 o301-350 oover 351

3.     Did you use any of the TEKS correlated scenarios provided with the teacher packet?  o (yes)    o (no)

4.   Comments

Optional questions:

5.   What (in your opinion) were the top three causes of violence identified by your students?

2021 TEACHER SURVEY
PLEASE ATTACH COMPLETED SURVEY WITH YOUR ESSAY SUBMISSIONS



Thank you for participating in the 2021 “Do the Write Thing Challenge.”  
To have your entry considered for selection as a Student National Ambassador, you and a parent or guardian

must complete this Cover Sheet and sign the Student and Parent/Guardian Consent Statement below.

STUDENT INFORMATION - Please PRINT Legibly in Black/Blue Ink

First Name: ___________________________________________________           Last Name: 
_______________________________________________________

School______________________________________________________________________________

District_____________________________________________________________________________

Student/Parent phone number:   (           ) _______________ -_________________________    Grade _____________   
Male__________ Female________

Parent Email Address:   
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Student’s Teacher’s Full Name: 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Student’s Teacher’s Phone Number:   (                 ) ________________ - _______________________

____________________________________________________________________               
_______________________________________________________________________

Student’s Signature Parent’s Signature

_____________________________________________________________________                
_____________________________________________________________________

Student’s Email Address Parents’ Email Address

2021 CONSENT STATEMENT

“Do the Write Thing Challenge- Houston/Harris County” will publish selected students writings and quotations
in a book and in a discussion paper on youth violence. Before publishing your writing, DtWTX requires your written
consent and the written consent of a parent or guardian. If you and your parent or guardian agree to permit the DtWTX
to publish your writing, please sign the following statement: We agree to give ownership of the attached student writing
to Do the Write Thing Texas so that it can be considered for recognition and published. Do the Write Thing Texas may
further disclose the writing to the media and other parties as part of their national program.

STUDENT AND PARENT/GUARDIAN CONSENT STATEMENT

Visit us online:
www.dtwtx.org



IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER FOR THE  
DO THE WRITE THING CHALLENGE

OCTOBER 2020– JANUARY 31, 2021 – ESSAY SUBMISSIONS
Essays May Be Submitted By Mail, In Person, 

offices closed  November 26th, 27th ; December 24th, 25th, 31st; January 1st , 20t)h

By Scan and Email (including consent form) or Written in an Email 
PLEASE USE THE DEDICATED EMAIL FOR ESSAY SUBMISSION:

dtwtsetx@gmail.com

OCTOBER IS NATIONAL BULLYING/VIOLENCE PREVENTION MONTH

MARCH 2021 – School Finalists Announced

APRIL 2021 –National Finalists Announced

MAY 2021 – Houston/Harris County School Finalists Recognition Ceremony 

JULY 2021–National Recognition Ceremony, Washington D.C.

All forms and rules are also available on the TEXAS website:  www.dtwtx.org

IT’S TIME TO TAKE THE CHALLENGE!
31
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1149 Pearl #279  - Beaumont TX 77001
409-656-6240

mailto:dtwtessays@gmail.com

